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Notes from the Chief
Great job with participation in calls and drills
this year. Here are some other notes.

New district dispatch. Duel company for all
Preliminary signals between 0600- 1800 hrs
daily.

Please look at the call/ drill stats to make sure
you don’t fall behind.

The district fire drill for April is at the
Cheektowaga tower. All trucks will depart at
1830 hrs. Remember all interior firefighters
need to attend to maintain interior
qualification.

The district is trying to get the District RIT
team reorganized. There will be a drill on
Wednesday 4/18 at 1900 hrs. Anyone on team
is encouraged to attend.

We decided to pair up with OP and Hillcrest to
do a joint open house for the Recruit NY
weekend on 4-29 at Orchard Park Central
station. Any and all members that can help
(even for a part of the day) are encouraged to
help. Jake Leckel is our liaison for this. This
was a pretty fun time last year. They are
looking for help to set up/ clean up on the
Saturday before.

Communion breakfast is at Hillcrest on
Sunday 5-20-18. Sign up sheet is downstairs.
After the breakfast the OP fire district
commissioners tour and inspect all halls and
apparatus. We will be have work details to get
ourselves back in shape. They will be Monday
5-14 1900 hrs, Wednesday 5-16 1900 hrs and
Saturday 5-19 0900 hrs.

Stay safe,

Jay   W9

Page 4 & 5 are pages 9 & 10 of the Windom Historical Facts

This Newsletter is Dedicated
in memory of
Fred Tedesco

Gone but Not Forgotten.

Fred Passed April 29, 2017
It has been about one year since Fred passed. It seems
like only yesterday he was around the fire hall talking
with us. Even though you are gone Fred, you will never
be forgotten. As a brother firefighter you will always be
in the hearts of the members of the Windom Volunteer
Fire Company.
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Committee
Please keep Jerry,
Don, Bud,  and Harvey
in your thoughts and
prayers.

Howard H.

Sick

Sunday night is movie night at Windom.
If there is a movie you would like to see,
mention it to Sam, Dan, Marylyn, Kim,
Donna. There is usually around 12 - 20
people attending. Come join the
entertainment and goodies.

SUNDAY NIGHT

Movie title posted behind the bar along with starting time.
 IS MOVIE NIGHT

Birthdays

Tom Held     06
Ed Madar      08
David Roessler  09
Don Neureuther    12
Jim Breitwieser Jr.    26
Lindsey Lobur   30
Shari Hubert Hanrahan    31

Frank Wierzbowski   16
Alexis Knavel   19
Pat Landy   22
Jacob Huff  23
Bob Buerger    29

Donna Breitwieser  05
Jim Stumpf    11
Amy Jarka   13
Chet Covers    20
Bob Eiskant   21
Bob Baun    23

Curtains up at 8:00 pm.

Requirements this year will be
the same as last year.
*two participations in the stuffing
of envelopes.
Spring and fall.
*two nights of walking in the

STUFFING … will be on April 24 starting at 19:00 hrs. If
you are unable to participate on that night you must contact
Jay to get your share of stuffing materials. It is very
important to get it done right away so everything can be
mailed out.

FUND DRIVE WALKING … will start on Monday May
21st and continue a day or two after. If you are unable to
make your commitment on that you must contact Jay to set
up another time to get it done. Remember that there must
be 2 or more people to walk streets after the first few
nights.

QUESTIONS … Contact Jay.



Sunday night is movie night at Windom.
If there is a movie you would like to see,
mention it to Sam, Dan, Marylyn, Kim,
Donna. There is usually around 12 - 20
people attending. Come join the
entertainment and goodies.

SUNDAY NIGHT

Movie title posted behind the bar along with starting time.
 IS MOVIE NIGHT

While you are on First Aid
calls, please keep your
comments and
conversation
professional. Just think
if it was you family.
There are certain
remarks that are
not appropriate.

FIX THE PROBLEM

April 2018                                             Page 3

Fred and Jonsey 1999 Windom 7 blessing.

Fred helping in the kitchen.

Fred was a member of Windom Volunteer Fire
Company for 46 years and served as Chief 1984 -
1986, & 1999 - 2001 and served as President 2006 -
2007.
Fred was a Army Vet from the Korean and Vietnam
Wars and was an Erie County Sheriff for 35 years.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Life Member Summer
Dinner will be on June
13, 2018 at 6:00 pm.

More info will follow.
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Rescue Notes …
Like to put a thank you to all who attended the OBGYN presentation
put on by Catholic health, it was very educational & fun. Think it was
a big success.

I want to extend a thank you & keep up the good work, with our fleet.
We have the cleanest, always stocked & ready to go trucks in the
district. It has been brought to my attention on numerous occasions
with many compliments. It is beyond appreciated that everyone takes
such pride at Windom. Thank you 7-1

The RTF drill sign up sheet is on the board in the basement please
sign up. We strongly urge you make both nights, monday April 9th
at OP middle school is the class portion with assignments, roles &
responses all set for Friday April 20th's "Incident" drill. We will be
working the incident as true to life as possible starting with the tones
dropping. As much as we all want to believe this could never happen
to us or in our area, I keep reminding myself that Columbine &
Sandy Hook probably thought the same thing. I believe if we try to
prepare, train & train & train some more, we may not be able to
prevent but we may be able to save more loved ones faster due to that
preparedness & training. I strongly urge anyone who is able to attend
even if it's only one of the nights please attend, the education alone
will help.

Thank you 7-1

Fred helping out at the Family Picnic.

Fred helping out at Fire Prevention.

Fred’s turn for a pie in the face.
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Our first rescue truck was a 1938 Buick which was added in 1948.

Our newest piece of equipment is this 1949 Chevrolet. It is equipped
with a 50 G.P.M. Booster pump and a 500 G.P.M. Hale pump; a 300
gallon booster tank; 1-inch, and 2 1/2-inch hoses and two Scott Air
Paks. This apparatus cost nearly $9,000 equipped and was authorized
by the Board of Fire Commissioners of Orchard Park.

Windom had no exception to this transaction. The
women laid aside their sewing and their aprons
and donated the garb of the factory worker.
Almost daily the younger men left the community
as they were called into service. Twenty-eight men
of the Windom Volunteer Fire Company served
during World War II.
In order to cope with this situation a group of
young men sixteen to eighteen years of age
organized as Junior Firemen, and were trained
under the able leadership of Jeff  Wannemacher.
The many hours spent in instructing these young
men proved very worthwhile, and they became an
important factor in firemanics at Windom.
Bingo had become the chief source of revenue and
the Junior Firemen worked along with the firemen
for the good of the company. Driver were
organized to collect scrap, and tons of it was
collected by the Windom firemen as a further
contribution to the war effort.
With the money earned from these endeavors the
Company purchased $6,000.00 in War Bonds.
In the year 1948, Windom acquired its first rescue
truck. It was a 1938 Buick, pictured at the top of
the page.
With the end of World War II, it was again
possible to buy necessities that were scarce for
many years. The Company was desperately in
need of a new fir truck. There were long discussion
at every meeting. Philip Stock and J. P.
Wannemacher, Jr. were named as a committee to
investigate the most suitable equipment for our
needs in a district such as ours with few hydrants,
fire apparatus must be selected with extreme care.
It must be large enough to handle the biggest
possible fires, and yet use a minimum of water. It
must be versatile and be comparatively simple to
operate. The Chevrolet, pictured in the middle of
the page, was purchased and it has served us well
since 1949. The truck was dedicated at the
Installation of Officers Banquet in 1949.

H
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In its post war activities the Windom Volunteer Fire
Company found itself cramped for space. The apparatus
room, which was built to accommodate two pieces of
equipment, was now housing three and the hall
downstairs was small for the needs of the company and
the community. In 1949 a building committee
consisting of Elmer Smith, J. P. Wannemacher, Jr.,
Wm. Herschman, and C. Wilcox was set up to study the
possibilities of an addition to the present structure.
After months to study possibilities of an addition the
present structure. After months of consultation, and
more than three years of planning, a bond issued was
put before the voters of Orchard Park for a $17,000
addition to our building. The unanimous vote in  favor
of the proposition was especially gratifying to the
firemen at Windom. It not only assured adequate
quarters foe the equipment, but brought with it the
satisfaction that the voters of Orchard Park recognized
the importance of its fire fighting facilities, and were
prepared to spend this sum to help the firemen render
more efficient service to the community. The addition
was started in November of 1952, and tonight with the
celebration of twenty-five years of service to the
community we dedicate this latest accomplishment.
Our most recent achievements has been the refurnishing
and redecorating of the meeting room. This was done at
a cost of $1,400.00. Much of the credit for the wise
choice of furnishings goes to Roy Boble, J. P.
Wannemacher, Jr., And Frank Wilkins for the latest
word in lighting effects.
This brings us to the first quarter century of of progress
in Windom in which they looked back with pride to the
many accomplishments. They traced the origin to the
public spirited group whose determination founded the
Windom Volunteer Fire Company, and were sincerely
grateful to those who followed and served so well, that
the company might prosper through the years.
At their Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Banquet in 1953, the
members stated that the volunteer fire company is
dedicated to “Service to the Community”. This simple
phrase expressed well our ideas and purpose. Therefore,
in celebrating our twenty-fifth anniversary we look with
pride to the past and to the future, that the principles and
ideas of the Windom Volunteer Fire Company may
more and more become an integrated part of the
community which we so proudly serve.

Windom Volunteer Fire Company
Ladies Auxiliary The Ladies Auxiliary of the Windom
Volunteer Fire Company was organized September 10, 1930,
for the purpose of rendering assistance and encouraging the
brother-firemen in their good work, extending the hand of
charity, and helping each other in the time of need. This group,
through great effort accomplished their purpose. There were
countless card parties, baked-good sales, and raffles.
Throughout the years, several projects were tried and proven to
the extent that they are still is existence; such as the annual
combined member picnic since 1936; and the Christmas party
for member children since 1939. Almost from the first meeting
the organization has made regular contributions to several
charitable services. The Auxiliary has become a member of the
Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Firemens’ Association State of New
York, Inc., And The Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Erie County
Volunteer Firemen’s Association.
An exhaustive effort has been made to cultivate a spirit of
harmony, to promote sociability and to draw into friendly and
affectionate relationship, the lady members of the families of
the brother-firemen.

WILLIAM FREDRICKSON
WILLIAM FREDRICKSON
WILLIAM FREDRICKSON
MILFORD STRUCK
MILFORD STRUCK
JAMES FITZSIMMONS
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
WILLIAM FREDRIKSON
HARRY LEONARD
HARRY LEONARD
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
J. P. WANNEMACHER JR.
ERNEST FLOWER
ERNEST FLOWER
JOHN KEITH
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FRANK LACKEY
RAY TREVETT
HENRY BONZINGER
RAY STARKE
WILLIAM FREDRICKSON
PAR STARKE
JOHN DALTON
EARL EVANS
EARL EVANS
EARL EVANS
EARL EVANS
EARL EVANS
WILLIAM FREDRICHSON
J. P. WANNEMAKER JR.
ROY BOEBEL
ROY BOEBLE
PHILIP STORCK
PHILIP STORCK
JOHN BENZEL
JOHN BENZEL
FRED BOSSLER
ROY BOSSLER
JOHN PERRIN
ALVIN ROCKWOOD
KENNETH POHLE
KENNETH POHLE

1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
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It is imperative to keep the Windom Fire Company and the Orchard Park Fire
District appraised of the member's current mailing address. When someone
moves or changes their mailing address, the above should be done in a timely
manner. Howard

OUT OF THE
PAST …

Here is an Installation
Invitation form the
past. Louis Held gave
this to Karl for our
history books.

This dates back to
1969. Were you at
that event. There may
be some of us that
were there.

Thanks Louis for the
memories.

Spring is
here,
so they say.
Eventually it
will warm up
and stop
snowing.
When it dose,
just remember
that the
children will
be out playing
and more
people will be
taking walks
so please
watch out for
them when
responding to
all calls.

School will
be closing in
June so keep
that in mind.

Stay safe and
keep others
safe.
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2018 Committees Revised

FIRST NAME LISTED IS CHAIR

SECOND NAME LISTED IS VICE CHAIR

ALL HAVE 2. SOME HAVE 3. ONE HAS 4 AND CALL HIM CHIEF

UPDATED 2/28/2018     D.R.

If you are upstairs playing pool or watching TV
and Enjoying beer, do not leave the Bottles
Behind the bar upstairs take them back down
stairs and put them in the appropriate beer Cases.

You are responsible for cleaning up the day room,
not leaving it for others to pick up your mess.

YOUR
HELP IS
NEEDED
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Childrens’ Easter Party …
This years Easter Party was another success as seen by these
photos that were submitted.  There was an Easter Bunny, A
balloon artist and Nickel City Reptiles for the delight of the
children and the adults who attended. There was also food and
beverages for all to enjoy.

Thanks to all the committee members for a great job.

Fred and Tim Howard at Installation.

Who dropped that water balloon or was that
a bucket of water?

If there is food in the refrigerator marked for an event
or some ones name is on it, leave it alone and do not eat
or take it.
Seems there is some one taking food marked for movie
night and some personal food belonging to another
member that had his name on it.
If you see this happening please speak up.
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Please clean the fire
trucks and rescue
vehicles including the
ambulances.

If the vehicles are dirty after calls, inside or
outside, please clean them for the next call.
Some of the vehicles have been found dirty.
If any vehicle needs fuel, please take them
and fill the tank. Leaving them under ¾’s of
a tank could create problems if there is a
lengthy call.

Use only the last four (4)
numbers, no need for all
the numbers. TKS

Howard

Taking a break at drill.

Fred and Kathy at our 75th Anniversary Party.

Rest in peace.



Orchard Park Fire District Firefighter/Officer Requirements
For 2019

CHIEF OF DISTRICT
Served as Company Chief

FIRE DISTRICT
     TRAINING OFFICER EMS COORDINATOR
NYS Fire Service Instructor II                                                                                    Intermediate or Greater EMS

COMPANY  CHIEF
Meet all listed requirements of Company Officer’s

COMPANY FISRT ASST. CHIEF
ICS 300

NYS Principles of Instruction

COMPANY SECOND ASST. CHIEF
NYS Fire Officer I

ICS 200
NYS Strategy and Tactics for Initial Company Officer

COMPANY FIRE CAPTAIN COMPANY EMS CAPTAIN
Current/Valid EMT Certification                                                                     EMS Firefighter Qualified
                                                                                                                     Current/Valid EMT Certification

FIRE LIEUTENANT                                                                                        EMS LIEUTENANT
Interior Firefighter Qualified                                                                             EMS Firefighter Qualified
NYS Apparatus Operator, Pumps                                                                 Current/Valid EMT Certification
NYS Apparatus Operator, Aerial

FIREFIGHTER, INTERIOR             - EXTERIOR           - EMS ONLY
NYS Firefighter I & II                                         NYS Firefighter I                             NYS EMT
Company Live fire Training                   or NYS Scene Support Operations   NYS Scene Support Operations
                                                                                                                   Emergency Vehicle Operations (EVOC)

SAFETY OFFICER
Meet or Have meet, all requirements of Firefighter

NYS Incident Safety Officer
NYS Live Fire Safety

NYS Conducting Live Fire Training Evolutions

EQUIVILENT COURSES

NYS Strategy and Tactics for Initial Company Officer (STICO) = NYS Preparing for Command & Commanding the
Initial Response

ICS 300 = Public Safety Incident Command

Firefighter I = Basic Essential Firefighting & Hazardous Materials Operations & Confined Space Safety
Awareness & Initial Fire Attack or Intermediate Firefighter

 Trainings are in addition to Interior Firefighter Requirements





Health And Safety Are Critical To
Firefighter Success
Too often firefighters and emergency medical responders subscribe to the belief that they need to put others first at the expense of their
own health and safety. To some extent this is true – we are the ones running into the disaster when others are running out. But what
happens if we are not able to serve at our best level? How does this affect those we are trying to protect and our crew members who are
counting on us?
In the fire service, the health and safety of one has a direct impact on the wellbeing of many. If an emergency responder has a heart attack
on the scene, or is taken out of commission due to cancer, or flips a vehicle because of reckless driving, the entire crew is affected by
the consequences. In this way, our individual choices when it comes to health and safety are directly linked to the overall success of the
mission and the safety of our crew.
One of the priorities of the National Volunteer Fire Council is for all personnel to serve strong. By this we mean that each individual
firefighter, emergency medical provider, or rescue worker should be at their best when performing their duties. Being personally
responsible for our health and safety is a critical part of our job. A commitment to health goes hand in hand with our commitment to
service.
Some key health and safety issues we are focusing on are as follows:

Studies have shown that emergency responders are at greater risk for heart attack. In the U.S., heart attack accounts for about half of all
on-duty firefighter deaths each year. Adding to the problem is that many firefighters have poor sleep habits, aren’t physically prepared
for the job, and eat an unhealthy diet. Functional fitness, good nutrition, weight management, and controlling risk factors such as high
blood pressure and cholesterol are all important components of being a heart-healthy firefighter.

Research has found that firefighters contract cancer at higher rates than the general population. Toxic chemicals are released during fires
and other emergencies, which can then be absorbed, ingested, or inhaled into a firefighter’s body. There are many steps firefighters can
take to help protect themselves. These include wearing full personal protective equipment and breathing apparatus until the fire is cold
and there is no smoke and steam; washing your hands after responding and before touching any food; using a cleansing cloth to wipe
your face and neck after a fire response and taking a hot shower as soon as possible; decontaminating your personal protective equipment
at the fire scene with a hose line and rinsing off your helmet liner and gloves after each use; and washing your gear and hood after each
working fire.

Mental health is just as important as physical health. Firefighters and rescue personnel regularly experience traumatic situations as part
of their job, and this can have a significant impact on their wellbeing. Post traumatic stress disorder, depression, addiction, anxiety, and
other mental health concerns are common among emergency responders. If left unaddressed, these issues can have devastating impacts
on a person’s ability to perform as a responder, on their personal relationships, and on their overall wellbeing. Suicide is a growing
concern in the emergency services. The Firefighter Behavioral Health Alliance has received reports of 226 firefighter and EMT suicides
in the U.S. between January 1, 2015 and October 3, 2016. Removing the stigma surrounding behavioral health and creating a department
culture where people can reach out and receive help if needed is critical.

Vehicle crashes and struck-by incidents result in emergency responder deaths and injuries every year. Having and enforcing standard
operating procedures for safe vehicle operations and traffic incident management can help reduce these threats to responders.
While this is not a comprehensive list of the health and safety challenges emergency personnel face, it does illustrate that our jobs present
unique challenges to our health and safety. We need to proactively take care of ourselves as well support each other in these efforts. It
is in this way that we can serve strong. After all, a better you equals a better crew.

In this article for the IFF Comment feature in the December issue of International Fire Fighter Magazine,
NVFC Chair Kevin D. Quinn looks at why health and safety are an integral part of a fire department’s success

April 2018                                                                                                                                          Page 13



        Committee

jbprint1013@verizon.net

jknavel@yahoo.com

Windom Volunteer Fire Co.
PO Box 446
Orchard Park NY 14127

JAY’S CELL
Phone #

716-864-0464

Newsletter


